[image: ]Name: <<STContact_FirstName>> <<STContact_LastName>>
School: <<STContact_School>>
Destination: <<Student_Trip_Trip>>


The Woods Project Summer Program Information

About The Woods Project
The Woods Project (“TWP”) is a nonprofit organization founded in 2006, dedicated to providing life-changing outdoor experiences for high school students in Houston who might not otherwise have access to these opportunities. Through wilderness exploration, students develop leadership skills, resilience, and confidence.

Outing Details
· Location(s): Olympic National Park, Washington; Donner Pass/Desolation Wilderness, California; Breckenridge, Colorado; Apostle Islands, Wisconsin 
· Duration: Two weeks (7-8 days: In-Camp; 6 days: Backpacking)
· Groups: 12-14 people (9-11 students, 3 leaders, at least one leader is certified in Wilderness First Aid & CPR)
· TWP provides all flights, food, lodging, and gear for the Outings. 

Program Details for Outings
· Student cell phones will be collected for the duration of the Outing. Cell phones will be collected on the way from the airport to the camp location and returned on the way to the airport from the camp location. Families will be provided with The Woods Project contact information to check on their students as necessary.   
· All Participants (excluding Leaders) will be high school students (or current year graduates) from the Houston area. Participants are assigned to groups and lodgings with Participants from other schools that they may not have met before. 
· TWP collects health and medical information for all Participants and reviews that information prior to Outings.
In-Camp
· TWP partners with local wilderness organizations or local guides to provide day programming.
· Participants stay in campsites/tents, lodges, or cabins with access to running water, bathroom, and showers. Showers are not guaranteed for every day. 
· TWP assigns participants to campsites/tents, lodges, or cabins based on gender. Participants are not allowed in each other’s lodging areas. 
· Activities include: day hikes, swimming, rock climbing, journaling, and team-building games.

Backpacking 
· Duration: 5 nights, 6 days
· Backpacking/Activities include: 
· Hiking approximately 25-35 miles through wilderness trails
· Carrying approximately 30 - 50 pounds of gear, including food, tents, water, and clothing
· Camping outdoors (no plumbing or running water)
· Participants will focus on teamwork, personal growth skills, and leadership





Safety & Risk Management
· Leaders are trained in emergency response and carry satellite devices for emergency use
· Each group will have at least one Wilderness First Aid certified leader
· TWP follows strict safety policies and procedures
Policies and Procedures Include:
· Youth Protection
· Food Preparation
· Water Filtration
· Location Specific Wilderness Area Requirements 
· Backcountry Safety
· Communication Protocols
· Animal Safety

Travel Information
· Participants will travel by airplane together as a group to the Outing location
· Participants under the age of 18 do not need any identification to travel as a group
· Participants over the age of 18 need a REAL ID to travel
· While on location, Participants will travel by chartered buses and/or rental vehicles driven by TWP approved drivers 
· Flight details will be confirmed with families in the weeks leading up to the Outing
· Packing guidelines, including clothing appropriate for hiking and trip weather, travel-sized toiletries, and medications can be found in the summer portal.

For any questions, please visit www.thewoodsproject.org or call us at (281) 371-6696.
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